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Immediately after the implementation of the decision of the Soviet Union to 
withdraw its troops from Afghanistan a political vacuum will be created a military 

conflict will be automatically converted into a political struggle for power which 
is expected to result in civil war. The Soviet Union has created the same situation 

which was created in East Pakistan before its ultimate fall. There are pleasant 
and painful aspects of this situation. The pleasant aspect of the situation is that 

the majority of Pathans are living in Pakistan and more than three million Afghan 
refugees are their guests. Therefore, one cannot rule out the possibility of the 

extension of Pakistan’s frontiers to those areas in Afghanistan which belong to 
Afghans presently settled in Pakistan. Our senior diplomats have denied that 

they are consciously trying to take advantage of this situation. The diplomatic 
circles strongly believe that the government of Pakistan, ministry of foreign 

affairs and the Afghan negotiators are not the concerned parties to make the 
final decision in this regard. They think that the final decision will be taken by the 

Afghan refugees and the people of NWFP. There was a time when the people of 
NWFP had voluntarily and willingly decided to opt for Pakistan. Their decision to 

become Pakistanis was a clear reflection of their love for Pakistan. There is no 
doubt that their majority loves Pakistan even today. The diplomatic and geo-

political circles believe that in the near future the people of NWFP will have to 

opt for a “Greater Pakistan or a Greater Pakhtoonistan.”The writing on the wall 

will not be erased by an acceptable and amicable settlement of issues in Geneva 
or Washington. This is how the Soviet Union will convert “an act of aggression 

into an outcome of circumstances.” 
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Soviet Union’s Defeat in or Retreat from Afghanistan! 

By Zahid Hussain Khalid 
Published in Daily The Muslim in April 15, 1988 

Some people think that the Soviet has been forced by the Mujahedeen to withdraw its troops from Afghanistan.  

The economists are of the opinion that the cost of political involvement and military operation in Afghanistan has 

compelled the Soviet Union to swallow the bitter pill of unconditional withdrawal.  

The diplomatic circles believe that there is some behind the curtain understanding between the Soviet and 

American heads of the states.  

The geo-politicians maintain that Soviet Union’s expected, as a matter of fact; much awaited decision to withdraw 

its troops from Afghanistan is a carefully calculated geo-strategic move. It is a well considered timely retreat to “an 

act of open aggression” into “an outcome of circumstances” for the achievement of those reg ional geo-political 

goals which cannot be achieved otherwise without the use of force for indefinite period at the cost of worldwide 

resentment, condemnation and adverse socio-economic and political consequences. The Soviet Union has learnt 

that the Afghans cannot be ruled and their land cannot be acquired merely at the gun point.  

The Soviet Union’s geo-politicians strongly believe, as pointed out by Straus Hupe and Stephen T. Passony, that 

Afghanistan is an artificial conglomerate of states which cannot remain united under a central government due to 

their racial, tribal and ethnic differences.  

Afghanistan is inhabited by Tajiks, Uzbeks, Turkmens, Pashto and Persian speaking Afghans. It is an established 

fact that the Afghan Tajiks, Uzbeks and Turkmens are very close to Soviet Union as far as their culture, traditions 

and ideological inclinations are concerned. Similarly, the Pashto and Persian speaking citizens of Pakistan and Iran 

have very strong relations with the Pashto and Persian speaking Afghans. Therefore, there is no strong barrier 

between them to guarantee that any political or religious upheaval in Iran or Pakistan will not cross the Afghan 

borders to result in political and religious unrest in those Soviet areas which are inhabited by Tajeks, Uzbeks and 

Turkmens. Soviet Union had very seriously tried every available direct and indirect political and diplomatic option to 

create a vacuum in Afghanistan without military intervention to make sure that any wave of political or religious 

upheaval or unrest does not penetrate into Soviet borders through Afghanistan. The best of all available options 

was to take maximum advantage of the serious differences of opinion between Pakistan and Afghanistan on the 

issue of Durand Line with an objective to keep them on non-speaking terms with each other. The much publicized 

understanding between the late Prime Minister Zulfiqar Ali Bhutto and Sardar Daud was the clear indication of 

Soviet Union’s displeasure and disappointment. It was obvious that the time of Soviet military action in Afghanistan 

had come. However, there was no sound reason for immediate military action. Bhutto regime’s internal and 



external policies were not considered harmful to Soviet interests. Similarly in Iran, Reza Shah Pahlavi was facing 

serious threat to his rule. Nevertheless, it was premature to ascertain what direction the anti-monarch agitation 

would take. Following events which were cause of concern to Soviet leadership, paved the ground for Soviet 

intervention n Afghanistan. In Pakistan, Bhutto was forced to step down and in Iran Reza Shah Pahlavi had to leave 

the crown and the country. At that time, the only strong force behind those sudden political changes was nothing 

else but a clearly visible “religious upheaval.” That religious upheaval was so sudden and powerful that both the 

Soviet Union and the United States of America were afraid of its undesirable consequences and influences. The way 

a religious leader had come into power in Iran was not something to be ignored. Similarly, in Pakistan Zia-ul-Haq’s 

serious and loud determination to turn Pakistan into a true Islamic state and “Fort of Islam” was also a serious 

threat to Soviet interests in Afghanistan which served as a buffer between Soviet Union, Iran and Pakistan. The 

Soviet Union had two options: First, to leave Afghanistan open to draw its own conclusions from the wave of 

political and religious upheaval in Iran and Pakistan. Second, to install a regime of its own choice in Afghanistan, 

with or without the use of military force, to make sure that Soviet Union’s geo-political and ideological interests 

were safeguarded.   

The Soviet leaders wanted to keep the “battle of ideological differences” away from Russian borders. Therefore, the 

first option and its expected outcome was not in conformity with the geo-political and ideological considerations 

and expectations of the Soviet leadership. It was ultimately decided to try the rulers of Soviet Union’s choice in 

Afghanistan. It was a political move to avoid military intervention. To the disappointment of Soviet leaders the 

Afghan rulers failed to firmly establish themselves. The diplomatic circles hold the view that the Soviet backed 

Afghan rulers were rapidly changed because they were not capable and strong enough to understand and 

implement the “Soviet Regional Plan of Action for the Territorial Re-organization of the Asian States.” There is a 

very strong reason for the failure of the Afghan backed regimes in Afghanistan. 

It is believed that the Soviet Union wanted to extend its borders to those Afghan areas which were inhabited by 

Tajeks, Uzbeks and Turkmens. The desired extension in the Soviet borders was not possible without the 

dismemberment or disintegration of Afghanistan which was obviously expected to result in retaliation from Afghan 

nationalists. The geo-politicians believe that the Soviet Union wanted to compensate Afghanistan’s loss of land with 

a possible extension of Afghanistan’s borders to those areas in Pakistan which were inhabited by Pathans. Now this 

has become obvious because majority of the Pashto and Persian speaking Afghans have been pushed into Pakistan 

and Iran. They want to go back to Afghanistan only when there is peace and political stability. 

Immediately after the implementation of the decision of the Soviet Union to withdraw its troops from Afghanistan a 

political vacuum will be created a military conflict will be automatically converted into a political struggle for power 

which is expected to result in civil war. The Soviet Union has created the same situation which was created in East 



Pakistan before its ultimate fall. There are pleasant and painful aspects of this situation. The pleasant aspect of the 

situation is that the majority of Pathans are living in Pakistan and more than three million Afghan refugees are 

their guests. Therefore, one cannot rule out the possibility of the extension of Pakistan’s frontiers to those areas in 

Afghanistan which belong to Afghans presently settled in Pakistan. Our senior diplomats have denied that they are 

consciously trying to take advantage of this situation. The diplomatic circles strongly believe that the government 

of Pakistan, ministry of foreign affairs and the Afghan negotiators are not the concerned parties to make the final 

decision in this regard. They think that the final decision will be taken by the Afghan refugees and the people of 

NWFP. There was a time when the people of NWFP had voluntarily and willingly decided to opt for Pakistan. Their 

decision to become Pakistanis was a clear reflection of their love for Pakistan. There is no doubt that their majority 

loves Pakistan even today. The diplomatic and geo-political circles believe that in the near future the people of 

NWFP will have to opt for a “Greater Pakistan or a Greater Pakhtoonistan.” 

The writing on the wall will not be erased by an acceptable and amicable settlement of issues in Geneva or 
Washington. This is how the Soviet Union will convert “an act of aggression into an outcome of circumstances.”  
 

 

 

BASIC INFORMATION ABOUT ZHK 

Zahid Hussain Khalid is the Pakistan Manager for Asiamoney magazine – a Euromoney Institutional Investor (Jersey) 

Company, and is the owner of Sun&FZ Associates and International Media Sales, where he has coordinated editorial and 
advertising assignments on Pakistan for such publications as Euromoney, Forbes, Forbes Global and Petroleum Economist. 

He is also Country Manager and Regional Coordinator for Gulf Cooperation Council countries of world’s leading online 

Innovation Management magazine and Member of its Management Board. His editorial and advertorial work has been 

featured in many publications and media outlets, including Jang Group of Newspapers, Arab News, Financial Times, the 
Hong Kong Standard, the Lahore Frontier Post, the Muslim Daily, Pakistan Television Corporation and South China Morning 

Post. With over thirty years of experience in integrated social and corporate strategic planning, cross-media content and 

product engineering, branding and co-branding, production, packaging and marketing, Zahid has authored a number of 

unique technical and financial proposals for marketing and fundraising. 

A FEW MILESTONES: 

He judiciously claims to have authored two of the five biggest successful marketing, advertising and fundraising projects in 
Pakistan with a unique distinction that in these projects he had created value-added cross-media integrated marketing, 

advertising and fundraising products becoming the pioneer of self-financed integrated cross-media product engineering 

technique in Pakistan. 

Takes genuine pride in GETTING Jang Group ACKNOWLEDGED as #1 Group of Publications in and outside Pakistan working 
shoulder to shoulder with Founder, Chairman and Editor-in-Chief. No other employee of the Group can claim this 

OUTSTANDING DISTINCTION to the EXTENT HE LEGIMATELY DOES! 

Launched Pakistan’s first fully sponsored successful media campaign for Subscription Sales of an English Daily Newspaper 
in Pakistan. 

In 1999, helped Chairman / CEO of Daily Ausaf as fully authorized Founding Deputy Chief Executive of the newspaper to 

form an outstanding team of professionals within a fortnight to successfully turn a given up dream of publishing a 
newspaper into a reality. Daily Ausaf is now published from a number of cities in Pakistan and London and Frankfurt.  

Global Vision 2000: A conceptual framework to make the world an enjoyable place to live 

Researched, planned, edited, published and launched the pre-test edition of State Management Review - Country's first and 
the last magazine on Good Governance 

Authored winning technical and financial proposals for South Asian Federation Games for raising Pak Rs. 450 million with 

ZERO fundraising, Advertising and Marketing Budgets by converting the non-availability handicap into a marketable product 
in the form of SAF Stars Club (revenue generation through membership fee), SAF Stars Television Quiz (through pre-

production sponsorships and on-air advertising), and SAF Stars Events (through sponsorship and gate-money) 



Authored pre- and post-9/11 Scenarios and Media Plan for Mass Mobilization approved and appreciated personally by 

President of Pakistan himself and his entire team. 

Identified a Cycle of Nine Social and Economic Evils and prepared a global, regional and Pakistan specific Model Country 

Plan to confront and eliminate the evils 

Prepared a plan for disaster preparedness and mitigation with the help of top ranking experts in the world.  

Prepared of a genuinely original Model for a unique Media City-cum-Theme Park in Pakistan 

PROJECTS IN PIPELINE 

A Book on Future of Emerging Markets and Global Economy 

Launch of an e-Initiative against Global Social and Economic Evils 

Creation of a Unique Entrepreneurial Platform of Global Corporate Angels for the monitoring of Global Media, Political, Social, 
Economic, Military and Diplomatic Governance 

Declaration of War against Media's Freedom to Deceive 

Preparation for the launch of Global Movement for ban on sponsorship of political, social and religious news and discussion 

programs for teaching the mainstream media owners the real meaning of: "Conflict of Interest!“ and “Responsible Media” 

 

 

 

 

 

       

 

 


