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Pakistani Talibans had tried to impose their Nizam-e-Adl in Swat and 

were thrown out of there proving and conveying clearly and forcefully 

that their kind of Islam was not acceptable and workable in our country. 

So as Muslims what are we afraid of? We have a more secular than a 

secular government. We have a dedicated Secular Media of Muhammad 

Ali Jinnah’s Secular Pakistan. We have an army ready to fight against 

any attempt to disturb the way we live in this world and the way we believe 

in the world after. When the Pakistani Talibans have failed in Swat how 

can they succeed in other parts of the  country where we have law 

enforcing agencies as well as rangers and army cantonment areas? Do we 

think that a few isolated barbaric incidents can succeed in terrorizing 

entire population of Pakistan and make them Taliban Branded Shariah 

Compliant? Can a country that has a brave teen age girl like Malala who 

has the courage to defy Taliban and carry on her mission be expected to 

let so-called Pakistani Taliban impose their “Alien to Islam Shariat in a 

“RELIGIOUS COUNTRY of TRULY MUSLIMS like Pakistan”?   
 

We must understand that target killings in Karachi are an internal and 

suicide bombings are EXTERNAL Security Threats and they must be 

looked at from that perspective. These threats have nothing to do with 

religion and we must not blame either Muslims or non-Muslims for that. 
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Malala Mishap and Global Media Scenario in Retrospect 

Taliban and Pakistan 

 
 

It’s Time to Look Behind and Look Ahead through the Last Word…  

 

 

Soren Kierkegaard has said: “Life can be understood only looking behind, but can be lived only looking ahead.”  

 

What do we Pakistanis believe in? We do not believe in looking behind or looking ahead. We believe only in TODAY. 

The result is that we do not understand anything and we are not capable of looking ahead. 
 

We appreciate and accept the influence of the appearance, affluence, lifestyle and power of others. We never 

explore ourselves. We do not look at ourselves. We are oblivious of the strengths that God has very graciously 
bestowed on us. We follow others in a situation in which we are supposed to lead. We submit to the domination of 

those who in reality do not have the ground under their feet and the sky over their heads. We hide our strengths to 
give the maximum benefit of our self-imposed artificial weakness to our enemies. Why do we think and behave like 

that? 
 

The human and natural resources are the only determinants of a nation’s true strength or weakness. We feel 
ashamed of ourselves as Pakistanis, when we imagine about the quality and value of our country’s natural and 

human resources. 

 

What on earth does Pakistan not have? We beg and borrow in the name of poor and the country. Instead of using 
that borrowed and begged money for the uplift of the country and the welfare of the poor, our so-called leaders 

use it on luxuries to live like kings and queens. Our electronic media shows the glimpses of these acts of 
extravagances everyday but does not remind the rulers of the country to think about those more than seventy 

percent Pakistanis who are living either below the poverty line or are trying very hard to cross that line.  
 

Our most popular anchors can not do a 50-minute program on Pakistan and Pakistanis without a repulsive 
politician, an all-knowing intellectual, a shameless retired bureaucrat / general and a master-of-his-beat journalist. 

They can not be blamed for what they do because they do not have the requisite know-how and the technical skills 
to produce a 50-minute program without the help of those who are responsible for the mess Pakistan is in and who 

are experts in pointing fingers, abusing and shouting at each other instead of accepting their mistakes, apologizing 
for the same and correcting them. Our electronic media owners have eliminated the producer known and regarded 

as captain of the ship. And the content ships of more than three dozen channels are sailing through an ocean of 
crises without any captain.  

 

…And the same is true for the ship called Pakistan too. 

 

It’s, Therefore, High Time to Look Behind and Look Ahead through the Last Word to the Rulers and the Defenders 

of Pakistan. I do not expect any Media Group in Pakistan and / or anywhere else in the world to use this research 
analysis as it is, but I do hope that some “harmless but important questions” being raised in this report will be 

“appropriately reworded” and used as and where appropriate. 
 

Best Regards 
 

Zahid Hussain Khalid 

Continued below… 

 

NOTE: The excerpts from “THE LAST WORD,” a research paper written in November 2007 and emailed 

to all those who matter in corridors of power as well as major media owners are re-produced below as 
a reminder to those in media and the country who have a short memory and my foreign friends too for 

their information. Did those in media and in power do anything about it? The answer to this question is 
left to the judgment of this paper’s readers.  

Reminded on 27 November 2011 and Reminded again on 20 October 2012 

 



Malala Mishap and Global Media Scenario in Retrospect 

Taliban and Pakistan 

 

Pakistani Talibans had tried to impose their Nizam-e-Adl in Swat and were thrown out 

of there proving and conveying clearly and forcefully that their kind of Islam was not 

acceptable and workable in our country. So as Muslims what are we afraid of?  

We have a more secular than a secular government. We have a dedicated Secular 

Media of Muhammad Ali Jinnah’s Secular Pakistan. We have an army ready to fight 

against any attempt to disturb the way we live in this world and the way we believe in 

the world after. When the Pakistani Talibans have failed in Swat how can they succeed 

in other parts of the  country where we have law enforcing agencies as well as rangers 

and army cantonment areas? Do we think that a few isolated barbaric incidents can 

succeed in terrorizing entire population of Pakistan and make them Taliban Branded 

Shariah Compliant? Can a country that has a brave teen age girl like Malala who has 

the courage to defy Taliban and carry on her mission be expected to let so-called 

Pakistani Taliban in impose their “Alien to Islam Shariat in a “RELIGIOUS 

COUNTRY of TRULY MUSLIMS like Pakistan”?   

 

We are not slightly disturbed and have not changed  our ―KNOWN NATIONAL 

SUICIDALSOCIAL HABITS even after witnessing earthquake and flood shock waves 

across the country and Azad Kashmir, how can we change our personal faith and be 

afraid of a cowardly attack on a teen age girl? 

We must understand that target Killings in Karachi are an INTERNAL and suicide 

bombings are EXTERNAL security threats and they must be looked at from that 

perspective. These threats have nothing to do with religion and we must not blame 

either Muslims or non-Muslims for that. 

 



WHERE DO WE STAND? 

Pakistan is now a target of U. S. threat perceptions, geo-strategic interests and the use and abuse of 

Islam through psy-war tactics in framing conflicts and policies. 

 

Please recall the most important aspect of the 

Founding Statement of the Principles of 

Project for the New American Century: “The 

history of the 20th century should have taught 

us that it is important TO SHAPE circumstances 

BEFORE crises emerge, and to meet threats 

BEFORE they become DIRE.”i 

The situation in FATA, Khyber Pakhtoonkhwah, Baluchistan, Karachi and other parts of the country is 

perceived by United States to be and projected by local and international media as an outcome of the 

activities of the Taliban militants. Contrary to the stated perception and media projection, the reality on 

ground indicates the possibility of the implementation of the next geo-strategic objective by the United 

States with the following anticipated outcomes: 

    

 To extend the war zone from Afghanistan to inside Pakistan and entrench itself at the borders of 

Iran and China for responding to the possible fallout of ultimate withdrawal from Iraq, its 

anticipated and possible disintegration into three independent shi’a, Sunni and Kurd zones, 

consequent reaction of, response from and  fallout on Iran, Syria, Turkey, Saudi Arabia, Bahrain and 

Jordan. 

 

 



  

 To neutralize the presently invisible but 

ultimately anticipated outcome of Pakistan’s 

utmost frustration on U. S. – India Agreement 

for peaceful nuclear cooperation (the “123” 

agreement). The agreement is expected to 

ultimately disturb the nuclear balance 

between India and Pakistan. 

 According to post-agreement scenarios by research analysts India is expected to become an “engine 

of regional economic growth” and the neighboring countries are expected to “implement policies for 

taking advantage of India” as such. 

IS PAKISTAN IN A POSITION TO RESPOND TO THE CHALLENGES?  

 The Prime Minister, President of Pakistan, Chief of Army Staff and ISI Chief have categorically 

declared on record the war against terrorism as their own war and expressed their determination to 

chase the terrorists and militants out of Pakistan.  

Do these heads of the government, the state and the army and its intelligence arm know? 

  

 Who the real terrorists and militants are?  

 What is their numerical strength? 

 How many terrorists and militant groups are carrying out operations in Pakistan, on whose 

behalf and under whose instructions?  

 Who supplies to them the arms, ammunition and explosives? 

 Who covers their expenses? 

 Where are these Taliban hiding in Pakistan and why the agencies have so far failed to locate 

them? Where are they? 



 The ministry of foreign affairs has yet to come up with a comprehensive workable strategy beyond 

and above diplomatic rhetoric to neutralize the fallout of “123” agreement between India and 

United States. 

The outcome of the deployment of troops in NWFP and the Tribal and the Settled Areas and their 

operation against the alleged militants are both confusing and disappointing due to the fact that the 

collateral damage is not “specified” by releasing the information about the background and identity of 

the killed militants to the media and the refusal by the relevant authorities to give permission for on the 

spot print and electronic media coverage of the military operation by at least one national language, one 

English language and one Pushto channel in addition to PTV.  

 In view of the situation on ground it is advisable to prepare and adequately train a team of 

security cleared private sector print and electronic media journalists for on the spot coverage of 

military operation. 

 On top of that print and electronic media owners themselves are not serious. They can not agree 

beyond the uniform timing of “commercial breaks” between program chunks to make sure that 

their commercial time is not squeezed. Issues of national survival are not that serious for them to 

really take them seriously and come up with a Unanimous Plan for the sake of Pakistan’s Very 

Survival.  

WHAT DO THE PEOPLE UNDERSTAND? 

People are aware of the situation in the northern areas of Pakistan only to the extent that: 

   

 Northern areas of Pakistan have allegedly but not convincingly become the safe havens for the 

Taliban and al Qaeda terrorists. The exact locations of these safe havens have not been identified. 

 



 

 NATO forces are allegedly attacked by 

Taliban hiding in Pakistan. Pakistan is 

repeatedly asked and even forced by U. S. 

President, State Department officials, U.S. 

and NATO commanders and international 

and local English media to take military 

action against the terrorists without 

providing credible intelligence information 

about their movement or hiding places. Our 

print and electronic media do not have a 

single credible exclusive investigative 

report on the subject to their credit so far. 

 Pakistan’s armed forces are deployed to target the hideouts of the militants on “foreign directive” 

without ascertaining the presence of the militants at the time of the attack. 

 NATO forces and U. S. drones also violate Pakistan air space and frontiers to chase and kill militants. 

They do so, as admitted by the President of Pakistan, on his permission and now allegedly from 

Pakistan’s own soil…!!!.  

 Is he, “in person”, the competent legislative authority to do so? 

 People, across the country, are worried and sad on the death of thousands of innocent civilians and 

the displacement of more than two million people for no fault of theirs. 

 Our armed forces have been trained to fight with the foreign invaders and they have no 

enthusiasm to fight against their Muslim brothers in the tribal areas of Pakistan. If that is true 

then who is killing the innocent Pakhtoons and making their families homeless? 

 Are Pakistani armed forces allegedly providing cover to NATO forces in the name of insurgency? 

PARTIAL CONCLUSION: 

Pakistan is passing through a very critical moment in its history. The country has been destabilized for 

known reasons. A small mistake can change the entire regional geographical outlook involving not only 

Pakistan and Afghanistan in the first phase but Iran, India and Central Asia also in the second phase. Our 

civil and military leadership appears to have lost control on the situation and desperately trying to make 

a last effort which has a very remote chance of success because the situation and the solution both are 

evidently pre-engineered for which another set of documents is available. 

 



SOME OBSERVATIONS: 

 The real intentions and the identity of the alleged Taliban groups have not been so far verified 

specifically.  

 The use of derogatory or disrespectful terms like “Islam Pasand” Islamists and terrorists for 

Taliban is very insulting because every true Muslim is a Muslim only because he does not like Islam 

but he truly loves Islam and can even die for it when the time comes. Though, Islam itself permits a 

Muslim to be careful in showing his love for Islam in a situation when Islam is threatened more by 

Munafayqeen than the Mushrayqeen. Islam and the Muslims can not be hurt or killed by the 

Mushrayqeen. They are hurt and killed with the help of Munafayqeen. AND Pakistan is full of such 

Munafayqeens in and outside government, political parties, civil society and print / electronic media. 

THE USE OF TERMS HAS BEEN STOPPED NOW. 

 Islam does not allow a Muslim to commit suicide also. He is asked to either fight or wait till he is 

prepared for strike at an appropriate time in a befitting manner.  

 

 Religious scholars rightly state that 

there is no compulsion in DEEN according to 

the teachings of Islam. They, however, fail 

to point out that this statement is 

applicable to non-Muslims only. The non-

Muslims can not be forced to embrace 

Islam. But the Muslims are “essentially

required to form groups of people who watch and guide the Muslims to strictly adhere to the 

teachings of Islam and refrain from their deliberate violation.” The effort of Taliban to do so in 

settled and tribal areas has resulted in 

serious resentment of elite segment of 

media in Pakistan and abroad, for obvious 

reasons,  rightly presenting them as 

insurgents who have challenged the writ of 

the state. One of the most acceptable 

reasons is that they are certainly not 

qualified to do that. So there was no option 

available but the use of military force 

against them to make them understand?     



In addition to a few hundred insurgents more than two million “Pakistanis” were displaced. 

Northern Areas of Pakistan are in a “state of war against unidentified and unlocated enemy.”  

 The so-called Collateral Damage and Internal Displacement of millions of civilians  provide 

undeniable evidence of intelligence failure and obvious indication of Pakistan Army’s lack of 

requisite skills in guerilla warfare tactics for which they are now trained by Americans!   

 Pakistan’s most beautiful areas are gradually turned into inaccessible ruins and the local business 

base is almost destroyed. 

 

 There was no debate, when the military 

operation in NWFP and FATA began, both in 

the national assembly or the senate and not 

even in the NWFP assembly for the 

authorization and / or legitimization of the 

military action in Peshawar, Swat, North and 

South Waziristan.  

 Even after an in-camera presentation on 

the situation in NWFP and the FATA on and 

after 8th October 2008, the 

 members of the rubber stamp assemblies have, as expected, endorsed whatever the Army and 

ISI Chiefs have asked them to endorse. Some dramatized expressions of differences of opinion or 

agitation were expected and practically voiced and staged but that was it! 

 The Ministries of Foreign affairs of Pakistan, India and Afghanistan have failed to resolve the 

differences on LOC in Kashmir and Durand Line dividing Pakistan and Afghanistan. Now Pakistan 

is looking vulnerable both in Kashmir and in the NWFP and FATA also. Add to that PUNJAB too, 

politically. Balochistan is ALMOST lost! 

SOME RELEVANT QUESTIONS: 

 Did the President and / or the Prime Minister and / or the Chief of Army / ISI of Pakistan have the 

constitutional authority to declare inland war PRIOR TO A CONCLUSIVE debate in the national and 

the provincial assemblies and the senate? Is post-operation legitimization of military action 

justified? 

 Why a referendum is not carried out in Pakistan, regarding the war on terror on behalf of the 

United States. Majority of the Pakistanis evidently hates this war against terrorism according to 



almost all credible independent international surveys. THEY MAY VOTE YES NOW AFTER A WELL 

CONDUCTED PRE AND POST-AGREEMENT PSY-WAR ON MEDIA. 

 Who will decide that the Taliban are really terrorists or the freedom fighters and on what grounds? 

 Who will decide that the Taliban are involved in terrorist activities or these activities are acts of 

sabotage by Indian / U. S. agents or the agents representing other countries involved directly and / or 

indirectly in Afghan and Kashmir disputes? 

 Is it constitutionally defendable to attack civilian population and local villages for killing a few 

thousand unidentified foreign insurgents making more than two million Pakistanis homeless? 

 On whose intelligence input / information the military action is taken within the territory of 

Pakistan? 

 What is the criteria and procedure for ascertaining the presence of insurgents in a local village? 

SOME CASUALTIES OF AND OUTCOMES OF WAR AGAINST TERRORISM: 

There are following unfortunate aspects of the war on terror that have been ignored by both the 

political and military leadership and media owners in Pakistan for the reasons only they are aware of:  

CASUALTIES: 

 The first serious casualty in this war against terrorism is our respect for Islam. It is noticed in almost 

all English daily newspapers and certain TV channels that the Editors, columnists, contributors, 

reporters and anchors due to their visible lack of Islamic knowledge unintentionally use remarks 

which hurt the feelings of the Muslims who know the teachings of Islam as clearly as they know 

themselves. 

 The second serious casualty of this war against terrorism is our national pride. We have joined the 

enemies of Islam and Pakistan in their declared crusade against Islam and Pakistan. In doing so we 

are not slightly ashamed of maligning, targeting and even killing our own brothers in faith and 

nationality on apparently and evidently false grounds. 

 The third casualty of this war against terrorism is Pakistaniat.  

We forget that the military action in any part of Pakistan is as serious as an attack against the 

entire country. Are we going to repeat the same mistakes which resulted in cessation of East 

Pakistan and the creation of Bangladesh? 

 The fourth casualty of this war against terrorism is our heroes like Dr. Abdul Qadeer Khan.  

 What is his crime? Was it possible for him to commit the crime alone? Where were the ISI & MI? 

 Why is he under house arrest and on whose demand?  



 Are the intelligence agencies of the foreign countries more reliable for the political and military 

leadership of Pakistan then one of their most outstanding scientists?  

 The fifth most serious casualty of this war against terrorism is our weak kneed political and military 

leaders and ad-hungry media owners for the following four very serious observations: 

   

 These political and military leaders and media owners forget that they have been authorized 

to use the political, military and broadcasting mandate representing and indoctrinating more 

than 170 million people of a nuclear state. They have no authority for the use of this mandate 

against Pakistani nationals in any part of the country without a proper prior to military action 

legislative process and / or judicial trial and a valid court order. Post-Military-Action-

Endorsement is an attempt to justify mass murder and an un-called for and avoidable 

displacement of millions of people for which political and military leadership and media 

owners will ultimately have to answer either in the supreme court of Pakistan or on the Day of 

Judgment. The formation commanders have failed to learn from their past mistakes. They have 

committed two blunders: 

o Pak Army will end-up with a blame for the defeat by Taliban both in Afghanistan and 

Pakistan. The defeat of Taliban in Pakistan will be a temporary retreat. 

o An irresponsible media has once again pushed Army into a political and administrative 

dispute which was a direct consequence of irresponsible and irresponsive governance and 

that had to be redressed both politically and administratively through a process of serious 

dialogue with all concerned.  



 Entire country and particularly the federal capital Islamabad has been turned into a military 

bunker. People live in a state of fear. Foreigners are leaving the country including the families of 

the UN. Airlines are closing down their operation.  

 Pakistan is now compared with Somalia, Iraq and Afghanistan as a  dangerous place to live and 

visit. 

 Is Pakistan on its way to acquire the status of a failed state instead of a fragile state? 

OUTCOMES: 

 The first visible outcome of this war against terrorism is the beginning of a pre-engineered process 

of Pakistan’s destabilization and its possible / ultimate transition to disintegration. By Whom? 

 

By our own so-called friends and an irresponsible media which have shamelessly submitted to the 

dictations of those so-called politicians and their characterless touts who are evidently known 

criminals both in and outside Pakistan. 

 The second visible outcome of this war against terrorism is a state of hopelessness.  

A Pakistani of even average intellectual level says that the country’s political and military 

leadership and media owners have sold their soul to the enemies of Pakistan thinking that their 

political power and the stars on the shoulders of the officers of the armed forces and 



unmanageable flow of TV commercials and sponsorships are a definite reward of their 

dedication to the objectives of the war against terror. The day they falter in their 

uncompromising dedication to the cause of the war against terrorism they will lose political, 

military and ad-pulling power like Pervez Musharraf did. 

 The third visible outcome of this war is the simultaneous creation and then monsterization of 

characters like: Osama bin Laden, Mullah Omar, Aiman al Zawahiri, Baitullah Mahsud, Commander 

Khalil-ur-Rehman, Maulana Fazlullah and many others without explaining precisely:  

What they have done? What are they doing and on whose behalf? Where they are? What are 

their sources of financing? How do they communicate without interception? How impenetrable 

the firewalls of their computers are? 

 The fourth visible outcome of this war is that the country is now exposed to more serious threat 

from within than from outside.  

Those who declare war against terror as their own war and “Democracy is the best revenge” 

are unintentionally adding fuel to the fire of Pakistan’s pre-engineered and already declared 

destabilization and ultimate disintegration. Have a look at the MAPS published by the Friend 

of the Friends of Pakistan. 

 The fifth outcome of this war is the collapse of judiciary. 

 

Judiciary has been made sub-ordinate to the 

whims of a political and corporate mafia which 

is running profitable businesses through 

artificial price hike - visible through senseless 

and meaningless flood of television 

commercials- to the extent of inhuman fleecing 

in all three sectors of the economy, namely, 

agriculture, industry and services with visibly inhuman, brutal and evident support of the 

government and an irresponsible and greedy media. They have corrupted the judiciary, the 

bureaucracy, mass media, some of the senior most officers of the armed forces and even those in 

the intelligence agencies. THE SITUATION HAS NOW CHANGED. 

 The sixth most dangerous outcome of this war is the unintentional exposure of political and military 

weaknesses: 

our political and military leaders have unintentionally exposed their now widely known 
inexcusable personal and institutional weaknesses without having the slightest idea of how will 



the enemies of the country benefit from their blunders and hit them so hard that they will not be 
able to even look at what has hit them.  

 The seventh outcome of this war is economic strangulation. 

Our economy is already chocked to an alarming level of suffocation and the country’s President 

is expecting that the “Friends of Pakistan” will gladly lend a $100 billion ignoring Pakistan’s 

ballooning trade deficit, reliance on imports, shrinking volume of exports, increasing cost of 

production inputs, artificially devalued currency for the benefit of a few billionaire Pakistani 

politicians, retired generals / bureaucrats and tax evaders, over ballooned / borrowed foreign 

exchange reserves and in-competitiveness of our corporate sector to move a yard without tax-

evasion AND over-profiteering. A natural and human resource rich country is lead by billionaire 

political, executive and corporate beggars. 

 The eighth outcome of this war is  

Our ignorance of our state of war readiness, availability of military equipment in “working 

condition” and access to the financial donors to make sure that fuel will be available to keep our 

troops moving and fighting..! Our military leaders know it very well for how many days they can 

keep their troops moving and fighting. I have serious observations about Civil Defense 

Preparedness. 
 

THE LAST WORD: 

Pakistan’s head of the state, prime minister, leaders of the opposition parties, parliamentarians, chairman Joint 
Chiefs of Staff, chiefs of staff, the heads of ISI and MI and the media owners must keep the following paragraph 
from the Founding Statement of the Principles of Project for the New American Century in mind as a reminder 
from a God fearing ordinary citizen of Pakistan: 

 

“America has a vital role in maintaining peace and 
security in Europe, Asia and the Middle East. If we 
shrink our responsibilities, we invite challenges to 
our fundamental interests. The history of the 20th 
century should have taught us that it is important 
TO SHAPE circumstances BEFORE crises emerge, 
and to meet threats BEFORE they become DIRE. The 
history of the past century should have taught us to 
embrace the cause of the American leadership.”50 
What the Americans are doing accordingly in War 
Theater across the globe is in their national interest 
and they can not be, therefore, blamed for the 
“intended” and/or “un-intended fallout” of their 
doings.   

So whatever is happening NOW in settled and tribal areas of Pakistan, Karachi and Baluchistan are a loud and 
clear indication of the fact that “a transition phase of the process from destabilization to disintegration of 
Pakistan” is ABOUT TO begin after the completion of military operation other than war with the help of on-going 
psy-war in print and on electronic media. Our political leaders, commanders of the armed forces, media owners, 
retired civil and military analysts and senior journalists-cum-anchors-cum-producers are intentionally or 
unintentionally adding fuel to the fire. Are they doing it consciously or innocently? Only God knows that. Benefit 
of doubt is their genuine right. 

                                                

 


